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he’s used to inevitable comparisons with

Colombia’s Adlist silver screen star Sophia
Vergara, but is still tickled by the compliment
when we mention it.

Yet, with her tumbling brunette locks and
ease-in-ront of the camera, not to mention her
infectious uproarious laughter that continues
throughout our shoot in her Jumeirah villa,
this Colombian native has not just the Modern
Family lead’s va-va-voom looks, but also her
entrepreneurial drive.

The 32-vear-old is the cofounder of interior
design boutique, C'est Ici, and her home is the
perfect calling card for her discerning eye.

A chic, pared down palette of whites, cream
and beige that wouldn’t be out of place in a
pretty Provencal space — a nod perhaps to her

French husband - are punctuated with bold
canvases celebrating her South American
heritage.

The bubbly mum-of-two welcomed HELLO!
into her home to talk about her vivacious
French-Colombian family, her mentoring
mama and her desire to constantly declutter. '

The UAE is across the world from your native
Colombia — what brought you here?
It was 2008, quite a significant vear. I married
my French beau, finished my law degree and
moved to Dubai, all in the same year.

We had been living in London for more than
seven years and it was the right time to move
somewhere warmer. My husband
Emmanuel, is a strategy consultant and he ’



was asked to open an office in Dubai. We came
to visit, and it was a ‘yes, yes and yes'. I was about
to do a training contract, but we both followed
our instincts and decided to start this new
adventure. We planned to come for a year; nine
and a half years later and here we are, with two
beautiful boys Matheo, three, one-year-old
Gabriel, and Mimosa, our adorable Westie.

You used to work in the legal field, was it
intimidating to leave that world behind you to
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go into interior design?
I think life is all about choices and opportunities.
My life has changed dramatically in the last 10
years; my boys and husband came along and my
priorities changed. I had been working for the
last nine and a half years in the corporate world,
and since our family expanded, I have been
more inspired in crafting a home.

Tati, my partner in crime and co-founder of
C’est Ici came along, and completed the recipe.

Did I feel a scared? Yes, but not about quit
my job, but about making this new journey
and for the right reasons. My motto is ‘my fa
and love for life’! I believe that our surround
play a crucial role in our daily mood.

What first attracted you to this villa?

When we first landed in Dubai, we lived
lovely two-bedroom apartment in Ma:
Promenade; we both loved the young vibe
and made great memories in that
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apartment. However, at the time we were
thinking about expanding the family, we
both worked at DIFC and it was a pretty long
commute, so we decided to look for villas in
Jumeirah. This villa was pretty much love at
first sight. It just felt right from day one; like
home. One of the things we fell in love with
was the location, at the heart of Dubai and
the modern yet classic design.

At the time, we didn’t have kids, so it was
hard to convince my modest Frenchie that
we actually needed a four-bedroom villa.
Well, I played my Colombian tricks and we
signed the lease after the second visit.

Did you have to do a lot to this house when
you moved into it?

Well, from a structural point of view, the villa
was impeccable. One of the things we fell in
love with was the open-plan layout.

In terms of interior decoraton and styling,
we started from scratch. It has been a long-
term project. At first we focused on our
bedroom and entertaining areas. We started
with the larger items and kept them simple.
A nice comfortable sofa in a neutral colour
will always be in style, so we started with that
as our foundation and then incorporated
more fun, trendy pieces with a mix of rustic
and boho items to round it off.

We repainted all the walls, sticking to
lighter tones; we both love petroleum blue
and made a statement wall. Our outdoor
area has been one of the biggest projects —
we completely transformed the space and
converted this to a boho-zen area in the
middle of the city. This is my favourite space
to disconnect from the routine.

Between oldies but goodies, treasures
from our past and travels, we started to build
our home. The kids came, and my passion
for styling and décor came to life.

I remember sending proposals to my
husband with the layout, budget, patterns,
style and everything involved in the making
of both of our boys’ rooms. He was rather
impressed, it was tough for him to say no ’
after all the effort I'd put in. He
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Monica’s top haunts include West Elm; “you can never go wrong”. Crate & Barrel and Pottery
beautiful landscapes. I have a few items from Barn are “classic and woodsy”, Galleries Lafayette and Bloomingdale’s are “my go-to concept
Colombian artists such as a nice Villegas, stores” and “l am absolutely obsessed with high-end Scandinavian lkon House and D.tales”

given as a wedding gift.

Do you entertain a lot in this home?

Another thing about Colombians is that we

celebrate everything, so yes. Most of our
friends are from when we first arrived, nine

years ago. We have built a nice community

around us, the famous ‘amigos from the

world’. We both love to cook so we love to
host. We have frequent paella nights, game
nights, Halloween parties, pool parties,

Christmas parties and, of course, football
match night.

The little ones also love spending time at
home, and we often have playdates and pool
parties. My home has become popular
among the little ones as well - it looks like a
nursery most afternoons.

What was the biggest challenge when making
this villa into your home?

The biggest downside is that this house is
rented and that we know that one day we will
leave. We have created so many memories
and built this home with our hearts, but we
know that this is not ours. The biggest
challenge will be the day we say adios.

What makes a successful interior?

C’est Ici is very much focused on creating
designs on a very personal level. Tati
[Tatiana Jaramillo] and I have completely
different styles when it comes to decorating
and styling. That said, we both work
brilliantly together and take our clients on
as part of the team, which is key. It’s a mix
and match of our ideas and inspiration
with the client’s style. At the end of the >

B




‘Every corner, every item,

a memory and a story’

day, they will live in the homes, not us.
Structure is crucial. Our clients usua
hire us because they have a bunch of ids
but can’t pull them together. We give the
structured advice, and transform th.
vision into reality — that’s when you real
that you've completed a successful projec
What'’s the biggest mistake that people ma
when it comes to interiors?
Allowing clutter. Most of our clients tend
pile up unnecessary stuff that ends
| messing up the aesthetic. One of o
| favourite projects is to declutter; in fact
have a specific service, ‘Declutter My Close

Another mistake? Badly hung w
accessories — art or curtains. Sometin
they're too low or too high, which chang
the complete look of the room.

We also notice that our clients’” furniti
is really nice but it’s too big or too small |
: the space, which makes the aesthetic lo
: wrong.

‘Who do you admire?

Personally, I admire my Frenchie! He is 1
number one fan and partner in crime |
the last 14 years. He has supported me
every stage of my life and I truly value tha
Anyone who has mentored you?

My mama. Like me, she studied and work
as a family lawyer until she had kids. S
started her own business as a real est:
developer in Colombia and now she is
the business of interiors.

Anywhere you specifically look for ideas?
One of my favourite interiors’ sites is
Houzz.
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“The kids’ rooms will always be very special - we were both very involved in the design and making of those rooms,” says Monica
pressed about her favourite parts of her home

HELLO!
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Your dream home would be...?
I am very close to my family, so it would be
located in Coral Gables, Miami. A French-
style house, designed from scratch by us.

Is there a place you have seen that you wish
you had worked on?

Yes! My in-laws live in this beautiful villa in
Grasse. South of France. I would love to take
that villa on as a project and transform it...
‘What are your favourite interiors haunts?
Dubai has opened up so many beautiful
boutique online stores; White Moss, Urban
Nest, the Bowery Company, Nook and
Home & Soul. When it comes to creativity
and out-of-the-box finds I head to Etsy.

Is there a place that truly inspires you?
Colombia! There is something very magical
about my country that inspires happiness. I
love my culture, food... Colombia is passion!
We have so much to give! We are truly m
positive people.
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INTERVIEW & STYLING: NATASHA FARUQUE
INTERIORS PHOTOS: KAREN WANDRAG
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